Schweighofer Prize 2009 presented in Vienna
Innovative contributions for a prosperous European Forest Based Sector
In June 18, 2009, Schweighofer Prize, the European Innovation Award for the Forest Based Sector, is presented for the 4th time at the Vienna City Hall. Almost 500 guests from over 30 different countries celebrate 7 winning teams, who share € 300,000 of prize money.
The Schweighofer Prize was funded in 2002 by the Austrian Schweighofer family, who owns one of the leading woodworking companies in Europe. It is presented every second year and is focussed on new findings, which have a big potential to be implemented in practice. It is divided in one Main Prize (kind of Life Time Award) and several Innovation Prizes for outstanding innovative projects in early stage of implementation.

The Main Prize winner 2009 is Prof. Dr. Gerd Wegener from Munich, who has been being contributing to numerous new approaches in R&D concerning Wood Science and Industry. He is additionally one of the most ambitious ambassadors in favour of wood and its utilisation. 
He wins € 100,000. 
6 Innovation Prize winning teams equally share the prize money of € 200,000.

 The winning projects are:
· First production unit for Synthetic Natural Gas (SNG) made of  wood – Swiss-Austrian consortium www.eee-info.net  
· First modular wooden towers for big wind energy plants - German team  www.timbertower.de  
· Strategy for sustainable forest management considering climate change - Austrian team www.wabo.boku.ac.at/waldbau.html 
· Innovative lightweight sandwich board made of wood and wood composites – German team www.lightweightsolutions.de
· Eco-friendly in-depth coloration of solid wood by using supercritical fluids  - German-Austrian team www.kplus-wood.at
· Alarm system for early detection of termite attacs – Spanish team www.aidima.es 
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